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For Immediate Release 
News Release
FEI Canada Toronto Chapter Hosts Best in Class 3rd Annual Invitational Case Competition

Event draws students from 10 of Canada’s top ranked MBA schools

Toronto, ON, November 7, 2008 – Financial Executives Canada (FEI Canada), Toronto Chapter, of the professional membership association for senior financial executives, opened its Best in Class 3rd Annual Invitational Case Competition. Taking place today and tomorrow at the Rotman School of Management, University of Toronto, the case competition draws four-member teams from ten of Canada’s top-ranked MBA schools. 
Students are challenged to a real time competition in which they are tasked with a fictitious crisis situation at this year’s case company, Pacific & Western Credit Corp., revealed for the first time this morning.  Teams must assess the crisis, gather research and prepare a strategy presentation which is delivered live to an esteemed panel of judges comprised of Canadian business leaders.

"This unique case competition is designed to simulate the challenges of everyday business and give Canada’s best  and brightest MBA students the opportunity to showcase their talent and ability to think on their feet, which is why we called it Best in Class." said Judy Munro, CA, Chair, Best in Class Organizing Committee, FEI Canada Toronto Chapter. “We are very proud to be in partnership with our sponsors to support business education in Canada and to be building a bridge between corporate Canada and the Canadian academic community.”
Teams representing the Alberta School of Business, Desautels Faculty of Management, Haskayne School of Business, HEC Montreal, Richard Ivey School of Business, Queen’s School of Business, Rotman School of Management, Sauder School of Business, Schulich School of Business and the Sobey School of Business, are participating in this year’s event.

The Best in Class case competition is unique as it is based upon an evolving real-time crisis situation and not upon a written case study. The event begins with an introduction of the executives of Pacific & Western Credit Corp., to the MBA teams, followed by a short question and answer period after which teams have less than 24 hours to develop their action plans and prepare to present to the judging panels.
The competition is fierce as teams from each of the participating MBA schools vie for the $10,000 first place prize, in addition to second and third prizes of $5,000 and $2,500 respectively.  The winning team also receives complementary attendance to the FEI Canada National Conference in Montreal in May 2009. 

Semi-final and final round presentations take place on Saturday, November 8, 2008 and are open to the public. Winners will be announced at an awards dinner being held at Osgoode Hall following the close of the competition on Saturday evening. 

About FEI Canada
FEI Canada is the all-industry professional membership association for senior financial executives. With eleven chapters across Canada and more than 2,100 members, FEI Canada provides professional development, thought leadership and advocacy services to its members.  The association membership, which consists of Chief Financial Officers, Audit Committee Directors and senior executives in the Finance, Controller, Treasury and Taxation functions, represents a significant number of Canada’s leading and most influential corporations. The Toronto Chapter is the association’s largest with more than 700 members. For further information please visit www.feicanada.org.
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